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The Kalash valleys of
Bambaret, Rumbur
and Birls ate thert and
narrew, brefgation
chansels contour the
hitlsides mear the
valley flosr, while
their iteep slopes are
covered with holm and
Belly sak, cedar and
ir trews;

Rivers Mow down eadh
of the three valleys.
Log fox bullding are
aften hauled or
floated dwmtresm
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province live the Kalash people. Only some 3,000 ] . A o, ek slewres and hem,
remain, tucked away in three isolated valleys f / ] - Y ; \'ﬁ;:::.":n
of the Hindu Kush, whose watersheds form the : ’ : o . e it s wesllen
border with Afghanistan. They are a vulnerable el ol ' s, I - e
. - . on tep of which ity
island of pagans in a sea of Islam, and their . ) ; o ; . L 7 e the pamprased kupat

origins have long puzzled ethnologists. Their A ’ d S N 651 2 woman

discovery by the West came with the explo- R s e s AL 2 T k‘s-\“' ebries br g sebe
ration of British India's remote frontiers. In . : 2 = : ; : X5 ..;:'.'..";;KI.‘.‘L&-
the 19th century they were known as ' i3 Ty B S W (L e R Re ae s wda
‘Kafirs', or infidels, and their land / ! f it
was Kafiristan. Today’s Kalash are
descended from these people.
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Their numbers have dwindled . i f R~ Tt e " chlldbinth must stay at
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2 4 3 7 g5 23 y b 4 a baibali, No women

they are poor and opportuni- ' Y o ! Y et are allawed near
ties are few.While thereisno  ~ e / 3 4 ! NS o 2 e L — N r—
forced conversion in Pakistan, f ¥ ¢ 7 2t

some Kalasha feel they can only

prosper by adopting Islam i = 3 ) " 7 Photostory: Amar Grover
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LEFT: carved horse
heads, symbolising the
prasence of a delty,
Toom over the sanctu-
ary to Mahandes,
hlgh above Grom
vitiage In Rumbur.
Shamanlstic cere-
monles Incorporate
burning juniper and
the slaughter of goats

RIGHT: these carvings
are of goats' heads.
Goats are considered
‘pure’ and have long
been assodated with
Sertifity rites. Women
occasionally wear
make-up depicting
horns curving above
their eyes. During har-
vast festivals a chosen
herdsman ‘disguises’
himself as a goat and
dances before wom
symbollcally impreg-
nating them with

his horns

FAR LEFT: 2 woman
brews tea ovar a fire

LEFT: Kalash homes
are usuatly bulkt of
rocks and thmber
beams, the latters
flexibiity ensuring
some protection from
tremors which often
shake the Hindu Kush

LEFT: In some villages,
wheatis ground with
awater-powered mill.
Grooved lags channet
streams beneatha
stone hut in which
flour is produced

RIGHT: dothes are
decorated with but-
tons, beads, tiny bells
and cowrie shells

seeds on their faces —
a natural cosmetic

TOP: today's Kalash
ave descendants of
the Kafirs of the 19th-
century land of
Kafiristan. At that
time, the Raj In British
India sought a stable
Aghaniston to actas a
buffer against the
Russians. Kafiristan
was partitioned in
1893 along the Durand
Une {which stil
defines much of the
northeast Afghan bor-
der with Pakistan).
Much of the land went
to Afghans who
renamed it Nuristan
and attacked the
Kafirs. Had the land
not been divided, the
Katash people may not
have survived

ABOVE: symbols of the
solar wheebare often
seen qarved on doory

or coffins
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